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MOTORWEEK

Escort RS 16000 axed; Acclaim to get Maestro
motor; Moble's Thrust 2; Opel's styling chief
dies; Uno goes diesel

2

BRIEF ENCOUNTERS _
Assessing new models at the Society of

Motor Manufacturers and Traders’ annual
Test Day at Donington

MOTORMATTERS
Lancia stops the rust with a massive
investment in new anti-corrosion technigues

MOTORMAIL

When we missed; starry-eyed; cat burglar;
problem and price; make a bid; slow starter;
ten year test; hope exhausted; Honeysett;

24

PERSONAL CHOICE

Our road testers name their favourites
following last week's Group Test: Ford Sierra
¥R4i, Audi Coupé Injecticn, Alfa Romeo GTVE
or Toyota Celica Supra? :

2

956 OF THE BEST!
Paul Frare drives the 200 mph-plus Porsche

What's On long-distance racer at Hockenheim

4 () PRIVATE VIEW 29 ExE ROSBERG _
Narrow minded; Novaspeak; laudable waming, When you've put as much effort into a race
Grunts as everyone in the Williams team did at Spa.

- . ; h d
ROAD TEST
Porsche 911 SC Cabrio

The first soft-top Porsche for nearly two
decades is put through its 147 mph paces . . .

1

BRIEF TEST

Renault 9 TD

The award-winning R is now available with a
1.6itre digsel engine. How does it compars
with its rivals?

SPORTWEEK

Ducarcuge signs up with JPS Lotus; Byme's
first Euro first; Renault's hot air boost; Jo
takes Pav

NEW ALFA 33
The Editor reports from Naples on a new
generation of [talian middleweights
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THE WAY FORWARD
Harold Musgrove rose from the shop-floor to
become Chairman of Austin Rover.

Tony Curtis talks to the man charged with
taking the group into profitability

GETTING IT RIGHT

Brian Bennett interviews American Jog
Farnham, head of engineering, about designing
cars which have 1o succeed
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JD AND THE ARGONAUTS

“There is a positive commitment from the
company to success in motor spart,” the
group’s sport director, John Davenport, tells
Peter Dron

STOPPING THE ROT
Philip Turner talks to the product planners
responsible for the Metro and the Maestro, the

5

5th and 6th places seem like a poor
reward . . ." Keke reflects on the turbo
successes in the Begian Grand Prix

3

HIS SPECIAL FORTE :
The Rapport Forté — “'a new conception in
sports car design” — disappeared soon after
its launch, Mow one has been completed , . .
as a unigue estate car ;
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SPECIAL OFFER : _
Fischer C-BOX units: tapes at your fingertips

b

SNEVA AND MARCH TAKE INDY

Fabi's March took pole at an amazing 207 mph
... but Tom Sneva's British-built March wan
the second fastest Indy 500 at 162 mph

6

MOTOR CLASSIFIED

Mew and used cars, services, accessories,
jobs: all these and more in our classified
columns

87

HOW FAST? HOW THIRSTY?
The vital facts on performance

PRICE NEWS
Alguide to the price of most new cars on the
UK market

USTIN ROVER'S REVIVAL

MOTOR SPECIAL: A

two models which have consclidated
Austin Rover’'s revival

5

SNIFFING OUT TROUBLE

Howard Walker reports on the robots and
new production line techniguas which are
helping to ensure the improved quality of
Austin Rover cars




HIS SPECIAL

FORTE

Three years ago, the Rapport Forte was launched as
“a new concept in sports car design”, only to
disappear almost immediately. Andrew Whyte
discovers and drives one that has just been
completed professionally — as a unique estate car!

BOTH CAR-criented businesses, Rap-
port International and Patrick Motors
couldn't be more different — yet there
is 8 common link in the shape of the
PMG Rapport Forté Estate. Let me tell
you Its story . . .

In the late 'Seventies, the Rapport
Intemational Group was founded — to
quote its Chairman, lan Leaf — “with
the aim of creating an oasis in the
world of mass-produced motoring”. It
specialised in convertible, four-door,
and six-wheel-drive Range Rover
variants, sub-contracting the werk to
several other engineering and coach-
building companias.

Then, in July 1980, Rapport launched
itself headlong on to the motoring
scene when Mark Thatcher did a de-
rmonstration lap, in front of the Brtish
GP crowds at Brands Hatch, in a Chris
Humberstone-designed convertible
called the Forté.

Billed as “the British convertible with
a difference”, the Forté had a mixed
reception. Sophisticated though it was
in theory, it didn't work out in practice.
It was certainly eye-catching: but,
gither open or closed, its looks did not
give it the grace of line an exotic high-
speed car deserves. Even so, in the
fortnight following the British GP, four-
teen deposit-paid orders were taken.

Chris Humberstone recalls that
"management problems within Rap-
port” wrecked the project: and, true,
Rapport International was soon to be
placed in the hands of the Receiver.
Only & handful of Fortés — if that —
had been built, but neither the Rapport
nor the Forté names were destined to
die on the spot,

They, together with three part-
assembled prototypes and a host of
assorted parts, were purchased by the
Patrick Motors Group, of Birmingharm
— a company also run by a true motor-
ing enthusiast and connoisseur, Alex-
ander Patrick, the founder's grandson.

Ever since its own coachbuilding
days in the Thirties, Patrick Motors has
associated itself with the work of high-
quality professional specialists — such
as the XJ-5 convertibles and estates by
Lynx, and the Panther in its Jaguar-
powered forms. The Group had already
sold several special Rapport Range
Rovers when the Rapport operation
whant on the market, Never likely to get
the cars it had orderad, Patrick Motors
maoved in.

At first, the complex heap of bits
looked hopeless. Then came an idea.
Alexander Patrick was having an Avon-
Stevens X.J estate car specially built by
Ladbroke Aven, of Warwick, who had
already done sub-contract work an
Rapport's Range Rovers. In passing, he
mentioned to Ladbroke Avon boss,
Graharn Hudson that he had acquired
the remains of the Forté project, but
did not have suitable facilities to com-

plete it. Soon it was agreed that Lad-
broke Avon's own special projects da-
partment would built up one vehicle —
as an estate car — and the Spring of
1983 saw this remarkable brainchild of
dreamers completed.

In fairness, Rapport had put a lot of
thought into the Forté. Its history be-
ains with the Californian dealer who
wanted to sell 3 top-class British con-
wertible there at a time when the Jan-
sen Interceptor had gone, and tha anly
possibility — the Aston Martin — was
having service problems in the US4,

Chris Humberstone, formerly of Rap-
port, takes up the story: “The Jaguar
was regarded as the most attractive
basis for such a car, particularly when
the fuel-injected 4.2 engine arrived,
That generated new interest in the
margue, We wanted a full four-seater,
50 we selected the regular XJ12 saloon
as the standard base (rather than the
¥J-5), with 3.4 or 4.2 engines optional,
We offered turbocharging and, of
course, with either of the “sixies'" the
regular five-speed manual gearbox
could have been specified.”

The orginal plan had bean to take
brand-new cars from Jaguar Cars Ing.,
in Mew Jersey. Graham Whitehead,
head of that operation, had been "quite
encouraging”’. These would be con-
wverted, locally, to Forté specification,
using parts shipped from Rapport in
the UK. These possibilities become
pretty academic before any testing, let
glone development, could take place.

The first car was an open four-seater
with a vandal-proof power-operated
metal folding roof. Humberstone is
quick to admit there were teething
troubles in the mechanism, but claims
that “once it was refined it worked
very well and gave a fesling of real
saloon-car-integrity”.

In the original specification, howey-
er, the options of fastback and estate
car detachable hardtops were men-
tioned, and it was a hardtop which
Alexander Patrick decided to complate,
Moreover, he had the top built per-
manently into the structure of the car,

There is, certainly, a fealing of rigidity
about the PMG Rapport Forté aestate
which identifies it as a professional
engineering job straight away. The XJ
floorpan has been reinforced by adding
a steel backbone over the transmission
tunnel, and the scuttle and sills have
been given similar added strength,

There is no doubt that it is a full
four-seater. The seats are as high as
those of a saloon, but each has its own
private foot well, surrounded by
structural members. The doors are big
and guite high, so getting in and out
doesn't present hazards, Instrumenta-
tion is strangely plain, with regular
Jaguar-style dials and a set of rocker-
switches across the centre in the old
style, and familiar two-dial air-con-
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ditioning controls. The seating position,
ton, is quite X1, with the usual steer-
ing wheel adjustment, but intrusion of
the engine into the cockpit produces an
awkoward position for the GM 400 auto-
rmatic transmission selector. However,
it also permits a short, sloping bonnet,
The front is, undoubtedly, the more
attractive end — quite Lotusike and
futuristic in its sleakness, but keeping
the ovearall dimensions within those of
the X.J) saloon had not permitted the
sleakness to be carried right through to
the tail, The open car looked ungainly
— maore "wedgy'”, even, than a TR7 —
but the estate car overcomes this prob-
lem to some extent, thanks to the
clever use of a stepped roof reminis-
cent'of the Citroén CX Break. Still, the
chunkiness of the waistline and the
Cortina-ike tailgate do contrast rather
strongly with the sleek nose.

Mormally, the headlamps are parthy
hidden in the snout; they are exposed
when the front portion of the bonnet
panel is raised, by an electric motor.
This is a neater arrangement than pop-
up headlamps which don't allow in-
stant flash (not that it is often needed),
and tend to vibrate at speed. If the
electric motor should fail with the bon-
net “agrofoll’” down, there iz still some
illumination of the road head, though
the affect is slightly weird.

The front is equally good-looking
with the ""aerofcil” in any position;
when itis up, it is meant to help in tight
manoeuvres because the bonnet
slopes away out of sight. Even with the
gimmick fully raised, however, |
couldn't see the front corners of the
car from my normal driving position.
The mirrors also creste blind spots,
especially on the driver's side.

With less than 200 miles "on the
clock' when | set out from Birming-
ham for the Cotswolds, there was no
intention of using the performance to
the full. The fuelinjected V12 engine
can, nevertheless, be praised with all
the usual superlatives despite its lack
of running (it must have sat about in
the coachbuilders’ workshops for three
vears, if not more!) and the fact that it
is not one of the newer “HE" versions.
The four exhaust tail pipas amit a very
pleasantly restrained yet sporting
sound — the nicest I've heard from
that engine. Jaguars are normally very

silent, of course, so the interior noise
came as something of a surprise; but
the Forté estate is still a [ot quieter than
most saloons, et alone estates.

Of the big Goodyear 235 section
tyres on their cast aluminium 15 inch
wheels, it can be said that they provide
tarrific grip and traction in the dry
which, happily, is how it stayed all day!
The front of the car did try to move
aroupd on undulating cambered sur-
faces., Ground clearance is generally
adequate, but protrusions such as ex-
haust mounts catch on even the smalk
lest lumps of mud left by tractors. That
sort of thing would not happen if the
Forté had every reached the production
stage, of course. The suspension felt
good, but neither it nor the power-
assisted steenng have been developed
to "match’ the tyres — which of
course they do on the standard {(and
g0 thoroughly engineered) Jaguar and
Dairnler saloons

A priceless and unique car is an
awesome thing to drive; but it can be a
pleasure too — a5 was the Forté

There is no doubt that the estate car
could have found a small market if it
had been developed for production,
though it was possibly too small to be
practical.

John Ward (curator of PMGs historic
car collection) and | spent a lot of time
considaring who might buy such a
machine. Then, late in the day, during
our last photography session, we
found one answer. A German-reg-
isterad CX Break passed us, slowed,
turned round and stopped. Its friendky
Stuttgart-based Canadian owner was in
Britain on business, Like so many other
people who stopped to gaze at our
dramatic-logking projectile, he waon-
derad what it was. He, it turned out,
needed a car that did everything: it had
to camy the most, cruise the guickest,
handle sweetly and restfully, be reli-
able, and have real style. The CX came
nearast (he was on his second) but,
boy, what wouldn't he give for the
Rapport Foré? .

Mowy if it just had the extra length for
another row of seats . . . We gave him
the PMG address, and mentioned the
remaining pile of bits. | wander if he’ll
persuade them to build him a longer
version? It will cost him the earth if
they dal
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