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An odd match

from Range Rover
specialists Rapport
International

IT SEEMS the Arabs are mainly
responsible for the way an
industry has grown up around
the Range Rover — an industry
that provides every conceivable
extra, some silly, some

complete the outside. But what
about that interior? Everything;
the stearing wheel spokes, the
choke bracket; everything, had
been beautifully upholstered in
Burgundy coloured Draylon.
“Gawd” zaid one of our
number mumbling something
about a house of ill repute, It
only needs pink Wilton on the
floer.” “"How did you guess?™ |
said.

And the turbo conversion?
This was a standard PAO Allard
{a Swindon based firm) bolt-on
kit. In this application the
turbocharger is bolted directly
to a modified right hand exhaust
manifold casting, so in effect
only one bank of cylinders
provides gas pressure to drive
the turbocharger. A wastegate
limits boost to a mere 4psi and
is mounted in a cross pipe that
bridges the down pipes fram
each bank. As usual with
Roto-master kits, mixture is
drawn through an SU
carburettor (13%in. used here)

trading with Middle Eastern

paintwork and the brake servo

conferred by a turbocharger,
and sheer low down slogging
ability — for which the Range
Rowver is renowned. 1t doesn’t
seem to matter what size of
engine a turbocharger is fitted
to, or indeed how fingly the
turbo housings are tuned to try
and maintain bottom end
performance, most turbo con-
versions we have ¢ome across
rob some of the standard car’s
performance in the pre-boosted
part of the rev range.

Does it matter? In most
cases not really; the top end
gains more than make up for
any bottom end loss, yet
somehow this characteristic —
and it wasn't at all marked —
seemed to niggle more here,
Tractability was evary
bit a5 good as standard, the
Rapport Turbo pulling quite
happily from 10 mph (around
500 rpm) in top. The real urge
came in progressively with a
nice push in the back at around
2,000 rpm, but it's surprising

acceleration bite below that.
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Possibly Rapport also feel
that this slightly hesitant and
dead period low down is a little
out of character. In co-operation
with Range Rover specialists
Chris Humberstone Design Ltd.
(the two companies have
merged) they now offer the
Australian BL built 4.4 litre
Terrier VE as an option. In
standard form it gives no more
power than the Rover unit, but
as you can imagine, has enough
low down torque to pull the
proverbial tree trunk.

Once the Rapport Turbo
came on song, it was quick,
quiet (especially so cruising at
70 mph in 07D top), tractable,
fuss free, and most impressively
just as economical as standard,
averaging over 15 mpg over a
very short test period. Without
any initial whealspin, starts
needed a little clutch slip for the
best result — 3.1 sec to 30 mph
— quicker than all but very
sporting family cars can
manage. Thereafter the Rapport
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accaleration curve that
comments aptly on the Range
Rover’s large and bluff fronted
body. Mid range improvements
are equally striking. for example
the oft used 40-60 mph in third
which comes down from 8.1 to
5.8 sec.

Dwring hard acceleration we
noticed a smell of fuel together
with fluctuating boost pressure
and sympathetic surging in
power — both problems
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Range Rover convertible, with
wickenwork overlay and a fake
Rolls Royce radiator as a gift for
a favoured compadre, who

from being roasted, and the
conversion is nicely arranged so

A glance at the mid range
accalaration figures amply

ultimately there is no substitute
in a vehicle of this kind for cubic
capacity. The bigger Leyland
Terrier engine, automatic
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