


Production
varsions of the
Ritz have the
conted section of
the wheel hub
Elanked off 1o
hida the shwds.
Tha rectangulare
sochion bumpers
and niw baat ling
can be eloarly
SO0
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NOT TOO deep under its skin, the
Ritz stanted life a5 2 Honda
Accord Executive with three-
speed Hondamatic transmission.
Sowhat can have been done to
put the price up from Honda's
£5,080 1o the £10,986 being askead
by Rapport? ;

The Executive is a pratty
substantial base from which to
build a luxury car. It has power
stearing, aif conditioning and
alectric window lifts and even
illuminated door ashirays as
standard, To change the entire
character of the car, boath in feel
and appearance, Rapport indulge
in sorme fairly major cosmetic
surgery. At the front, the wing
panels ahead of the A-post are
scrapped, asis the bonnet itself,
The new wings, fabricated in
aluminium, extend the noséa
forward. Beneath the rectangular
section, body-colour, bumperis a
fairly deep air dam, while above
is the mowveable aerofoil, first
sean on the Forte (Autocar, 19
July 1380). Lowered, it forms a

Luxury
suite

Could the Rapport Ritz be a forerunner of a
new breed of compact luxury town cars?
By Martin Lewis

il

smoeoth nose o the car, and
when raised an its hydro-alectric
ramsg, it reveals the headlamps.
When it is down, about 80 per
cent of the Ritzs headlamps can
be seen at the front, for warning
flashing. The frant, side and
indicator lamps are carried in the
bumper.

Glass fibre is the material used
for the new bonnet, deaply
louvered laterally just aft of the
radiator, which, if you peer
closely enough, can just be seen.

At the back of the car the
original Honda wings are
retained, but a matching-section
bumper moulding to that at the
front is used; a new boot lid,
again in glass fibre and with a
vestigial spoiler, is fitted,

To complete the external
appearance of the Ritz, multi-
spoke light alloy whaels shod
with 175/ 705R13in, tyres are
fitted. The paintwork, in any of 18
standard Rapport colowrs was, on
the twg test cars inspected, of
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Connelly hide and Drafon are used for the sesls wivich arg based on the original
Honda frames. The doer panals are leather tnimmed ot the top, with carpe!
kick panels, and the window sills have & buer walnot finish

Production ears will have a plainar Motar Lita staowing whae!, rather than this

“hand fealed™ model, The ouiling of the original Accord facia can be sodn
davrrailt the walau! trimmed Rapport and, with (s smal salditionsl cubby

highly professional standard.

Open the doors (which have
been specially waighted to
imprave their feel of solidity
when being closed) and the feel
of luxury oozes very discraetly,
The frames of the Honda seats
are just about all that remaing in
that ares, They are stripped
down, reuphalsiered and then
trimmed in Connolly leather, with
Dralon centre sections. Matching
leather is used on the upper
sections of the door trim panals,
with carpated kick pangls. The
window sills and the upper part
of the revised facia are finished in
cabinel maker's burr walnut.
Because itis such an integral part
of the car, Honda's original facia
and instruments have been
retained, But now the stand-up
instrumant binnacle has been
incorporated into a full-width
panel, with a non-reflective black
leather trim. An additional and
wiry small cubby is used and an
analogue quartz clock raplaces
the nermal LED digital one from
the Accord, Gone, 100, is the little
cotn tray on the right of the .
steering wheel, now a Moto Lita
lggther-trimmed one in place of
the standard Honda type.

Maturally the floor is fully
carpeted, with lambswool rugs;
the boot too is fully trimmed, and
on production cars a spacial ool
case will be provided. The
internal boot releasa, with the
lever on the floor to the right of
the driving seat, is retained, and
there is no external boot lock,

Ay present the Ritz is available
anly inits feur-door saloon
wvarsion, and with Hondamatic
thregspeed semi-automatic
rransmission. The car we drove
weas fitted with a turbocharger,
rumning at comparatively low =
around 3 psi maximum = boost;
this is available mainky to retain,
rathar than impro'.ra
performance, for the Ritz weighs
around 1001b more than the
standard Executive. In the New
Year, two new versions, a
convartible and an estate, will
became availabla, and with theso
there will be a sport pack, and a
mora potant farm of
wrbocharging. And naturally
there is a great list of extras,
including ult and slide sunroofs,
Everflax roof capping and hi-fi
slereo system 1o replace the
standard (Rapport)
AM/FM/cassette system,

On a brief drive around
London's Hyde Park, the Ritz
gave an impression of
smoothness and, above all,
quigtness. With the larger
section, lower profile tyres, the
powear stéering had rathar mong
feel. The Honda system has a
gearbox driven pump which
progressivaly shuts down the
powear assistance, starting at
24mph and finally cutting it out
altogether at around 30mph. [}

The lenger bonnet Fng, with the
headismps hidden away under the -
wp pavoiol, effactively disguise the
Hanrda Accerd Execulive which forms
the basis of the Ritr
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